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. Witha little bit of tracing paper,
. a couple of silly jokes and a wild
imagination, children’s book author
Katie Davis proved that a feisty,
childlike spirit can go a long way —
especially when trying to command
the attention of a group of rowdy
fifth-graders.

By the end of her presentation
last week, Davis, author of four
Harcourt books — “Who Hops?" “1
Hate to Go to Bed!" “Who Hoots?"
and “Scared Stifl" — had students

at Mount Olive's Mountain View §

School roaring with laughter.

Wearing a bright-colored vest,

jeans and Converse sneakers, the
author, who hails from Bedford
Hills, N.Y., resembled the lvely car-
toon characters depicted in her
books. She broke the ice by show-
ing the children the mud that had
splattered onto her jeans when she
slipped and fell that moming.

“1 usually try to look a little
~more cleaned up when [ visit
- schools, but boy, what a day I had.
* ... 1got lost, I got locked out and
. then I fell in the mud,” Davis said.

After a slide presentation with

pictures of Davis as a child, teen-
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ager and adult with her husband
and two children, she showed the
children images from her books,
from the production phase to the
completed version.

She encouraged them to read
as often as possible and told them

about “Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory,” the book by Roald Dahl
that changed her life.

“In the fourth grade, kids hated
me and I have no idea why. ... No
one was named Katie and they
thought 1 was just an oddball,” said

Davis. “But we read ‘Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory' that year
and it saved my life. ... I just got
lost in the story.”

The students sat in awe as
Davis traced a picture of her two
children — 8-year-old Benny and

6-year-old Ruby, who were each
wearing vampire fangs — as part of
a drawing exercise. In the end, a
loose sketch with a marker created
two funny-looking cartoon charac-
ters in less than a minute.

“Art is messy ... it's kind of like

i like”
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see what a face is supposed Lo look

After the presentation, Eliza-

| beth Coulter, 10, said she might try

her hand al writing a children’s
book.

1 think it's cool that she did
some of her books on her kids. Il 1
grow up to be a writer, I would like

to be like her," Coulter said.

Kelsey Schetlick, 11, agreed. “It

| was interesting. It made me want

to be an author and an illustrator
when I'm older.”

Ten-year-old Erin Hagan's fa-
vorite part of the presentation was
Davis’ drawing tips.

I used to love to draw but I
wasn't very good at it bul when I
saw how she traced the picture, I
thought that would be cool to try
sometime, especially because I
learned hints and stufl.”

Davis held a question and an-
swer session with the eager group
and then signed some of her books.
A fith book, “Party Animals,”
about an ant who desperately
wants to be invited to a party his
friends are having, is due out In
stores next fall, she said.

“It's a lot of hard work because
you have to keep coming up with
great ideas, but it's the greatest job
in the world. ... 1 definitely am
aware of how lucky 1 am,” Davis
said.
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