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Show theme music – Katie Speaks

Hi everybody - this is Katie Davis. I’m an author and illustrator of children’s 
books, and I thank you for joining me today on the podcast where I talk 
about everything to do with children’s literature, a.k.a. “kidlit”. 

So, I got some really nice feedback, I guess the other day. I was very very 
very pleased with this and I really feel like I need to share this. So, this was 
actually Facebooked to me, and it’s from Eti and it says:

Hi, Katie. I just listened to your “N-word” podcast and I’m hooked. I can’t 
wait to listen to more of your podcasts, especially the one with Jamie 
Kennedy that I saw from your blog has a reference to Ira Glass. It makes 
my day right there! 

See? This is what I was saying, right? 

I found out about your podcast through Esme Codell and I really appreciate 
your insight, interviews, and humor and, most of all, your take on children’s 
literature. Thank you so much.

Well, Eti, I want to thank you so much because doing this - it takes a lot of 
time - I have to say. I love doing it. I’m not complaining, but when you take 
a long time to do something, it’s nice to get a little feedback. So, I really 
thank you for that. I know it takes time to write those things down and to 
deal with sending it and all that. So, I really want to tell you how much I 
appreciate it. And I love finding out that I have a new listener, so thank you 
very much. And if you guys want to listen to the, as she called it, the “N-
word” podcast, it’s the podcast with Dr. Gribben, Alan Gribben who decided 
that he felt it was important to take the n-word out of Huck Finn. And, as 
you know, if you’ve been reading the news, or listening or watching TV or 
anything, you’ll know that there is a big hoo-hah over that. My views 
changed after speaking to him. So, if you want to listen to that episode, it’s 
number 26. I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but I’m changing the way I do my 
intro, so I’m trying to figure this out. Now I always felt like the music was a 



little too long in the beginning, so I’ve changed it up a little bit and I hope 
you like it. Maybe you didn’t even notice. It’s kind of subtle. 

Anyway, today, I’m going to have Loreen Leedy on as my guest. She is the 
author of My Teacher is a Dinosaur, The Shocking Truth About Energy, which 
I’m really excited about because I get shocked all the time - not by people - 
well, by people too, but just by everything. 

Change in Audio – Katie Continues

I’m sorry for the abrupt change in both audio and subject, but something 
happened with my equipment. Well, what happened was part of the 
introduction here was recorded into my Edirol digital fancy shmancy 
recorder, and then I went away on a writer’s retreat for four days and 
happened to leave the case in which I kept the cable that connects the Edirol 
to the computer so that I can download my mp3s. I’d already done some of 
them, but then I had to do some more intro stuff to introduce Loreen Leedy 
for this episode, and I can’t do it tomorrow because my app people won’t get 
this early like they usually do. And that’s what I do as my little reward for 
spending 1.99 on my app. So, I want to keep that going. So, I’m recording 
this on my iPhone and it won’t sound as good, but I had to say Loreen Leedy 
has been doing great stuff and helping organize this new blog and list 
EisforBook.com, and it’s E as in electronic. E is for Book. So, I want to 
welcome her. I had recorded her last week and I’m going to stitch it together 
now, and hopefully you’ll enjoy. 

Welcome, Loreen Leedy.

Loreen 

Hi there.

Katie

Hi. We finally got this working. I’m recording from my cell phone. So, we’ll 
see how it goes. 

Loreen

I think it will be fine. 

Katie
 

http://www.eisforbook.com/
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Let’s hope. I basically built you up as this app genius. Well, I started by 
talking about E is for Book. Now, did you start it with Mo, or was that Janie 
and Mo? Who actually started started it? 

Loreen

Well, Mo had a listserv that was just about books in general with a lot of 
authors on it and illustrators and then a group of us were interested in 
Ebooks. So, she started a second listserv. 

Katie

Right. Which I’m on. 

Loreen
Yes, and we’ve been talking about these issues for - I think about - since 
September. 

Katie

A few months.

Loreen

And then somebody’s app got reviewed, and we started talking about what 
the reviewer said. 

Katie 

I think it was Elizabeth O. Dulemba, right?

Loreen

That’s right. And I just thought, this is the kind of thing we should be talking 
about on a blog, and so I sort of helped get the blog going, but just as far as 
putting things on it and so forth. But Mo and Katie - Katie did the logo. 

Katie

No no no - wait wait. I would love to take credit, but it wasn’t me. It was 
Janie Bynum that did the logo. I know that. 

Loreen 



Oh, that’s what I meant. Janie. Yeah. It’s been a group effort. I think that’s 
the best way to put it because- 

Katie

Yeah, but seriously, you really got us going. Also, you seem to know so 
much and in fact, I promo-ed this episode last week and I said some of the 
things that we’d be talking about. So, why don’t we just start with what is 
the definition of an eBook anyway? Just like you wrote on your fabulous blog 
post on interesting non-fiction for kids, which is I.N.K., and - as usual - I will 
have all my links on my blog. 

Loreen

And the question was what is an eBook?

Katie

Yes, what is the definition?

Loreen

To me, my definition is a book in digital format, but there are some people 
that are using the term eBook to mean more of the iBook format or the 
Kindle format and then anything that’s on the iPad that’s an app, they’re 
calling that maybe a story app. Personally, I just use eBook as a generic 
term for digital book or digital version of a book, and let’s just get it straight 
that I am not a genius about apps or eBooks or anything. 

Katie

What are you talking about? I only have geniuses on my show. 

Loreen

I’m trying to be informed because I want to know what’s going on. 

Katie

We’re all learning at the same time. Actually, one thing I learned from 
Dulemba was that actually an app, and I’m still confused about this. Maybe 
you know. But, an app and an eBook are two different, like for example, and 



I’m so confused that I can’t even speak. A book that is in eBook form is 
actually called an app -not an eBook - in terms of the iTunes store, or in 
terms of everything; I’m not sure.

Loreen 

She was saying that if it’s on the iPad, then the way it’s created, it’s called 
an app. There’s lots of different apps. There’s apps that are games. There’s 
apps that will allow you to take notes. App is just short for application. So, 
app is a very generic term, but a story app, this terminology is not set in 
stone by any means. 

Katie

It’s going to grow and change just like the English language. The 
terminology is all growing. 

Loreen 

To us, I think story app or book app, you need that qualifier because app is 
too generic by itself. 

Katie 

But then you also have things like, you have books, or there’s an app like 
the Wheels on the Bus app, which all it does is like move a little bit and sing 
a song. Then you’ve got things like books that you flip the pages and it can 
read to you or you can read it. Then there are more interactive books, which 
is what my RP was about, was to really make things move and run and twirl 
and tilt and do all kinds of different things whenever you moved your device. 
So, I think that as things develop, maybe the language will develop as well. 

Loreen

Well, and we’ve talked about should we designate levels of interactivity. In 
fact that’s one of the things I want to do a blog post about for E is for Book. 
Wouldn’t it be nice, somebody else suggested this, that I just thought it 
would be nice to write about it, to have a little symbol that if it’s more like a 
regular traditional picture book, then you put one, a little symbol maybe with 
a book on it. And then if it’s more like a game, I don’t know what kind of 
symbol you would use, but if it has a lot more interactivity- 

Katie 



I know. Maybe you could use a die, a dice. Die is plural? Whatever. One of 
those things with the dots on it. (laughs)

Loreen

Oh, yeah you’re right. Die is singular and dice is plural. Something like that. 

Katie

Right. We can use one of them things maybe in the middle of the book to 
show that it’s a book game. 

Loreen 

If that makes sense. It’s something that we need to talk about because who 
knows what other interactivity. Suppose there’s a video in there. Have you 
seen those simulated 3D pop up books on the iPad?

Katie

Oh my gosh, no. See, this is what I’m saying. It’s like crazy. Then of course 
there was that video of that you sent us I think, or maybe June Golding, and 
she or somebody sent this video of a little girl being filmed. She was two 
years old, virtually a baby, and the dad goes, want to see the new toy? And 
she goes, yes. And he goes, here’s the new toy. And he hands her an iPad 
that is on and she looks at it and she immediately swipes it and then she 
pushes buttons and she starts playing, and she’s poking around and she 
completely gets it. But, my husband said, well she might have played with 
an iPhone before, which is true. 

Loreen

Probably.

Katie 

I’d like to see a kid who’s never touched an iPhone get an iPad and see what 
they do with it. But, maybe she never did. I don’t know. It’s a very cool 
video. It kind of freaked me out actually. He never said don’t drop it. She’s 
sitting on this chair and I’m like oh my gosh, what if she drops it?

Loreen 



But that’s another thing we need to post are videos like that 3D pop up 
book. If you Google, I think it’s “Rumpelstiltskin 3D pop up”, you’ll get the 
Youtube video. You’ll just faint when you see it. It’s unbelievable. 

Katie

Okay. I will definitely. Rumpelstiltskin what? 

Loreen

Rumpelstiltskin 3D pop up. 

Katie 

Okay. 

Loreen 

That should get it. 

Katie

Okay, I’ll include the link, or maybe I can embed the video in the blog post 
along with this podcast. So, let’s continue. #2 on your list was production 
costs. 

Loreen 

Right. There’s been a lot of discussion about that and actually, there’s a 
conference going on this week in New York, the Digital Book World, and 
there was a comment about that, that people think it’s so cheap to make an 
eBook and that ain’t necessarily so. It depends on what type of a book it is. 
If you’re talking a chapter book, or a novel that’s primarily text, that is much 
easier to put into eBook form, bearing in mind somebody needs to know 
what they’re doing when it comes to formatting it because it’s not 
necessarily a push button operation. You could get your text all 
discombobulated if you’re not careful. But, I mean, assuming you know how 
to type set it and format it properly, it’s not that hard because it’s just a 
flow. You start at the beginning of the book and you just flow through it and 
there’s really no interactivity other than what’s built into the Kindle or the 
iBooks or whatever it is. 



Katie 

Well, I think one of the reasons I’ve gotten so stopped, and even when we 
get all these emails on this listserv about all the technology, sometimes my 
brain feels like it’s just going to explode and I’m like oh my gosh, I’m 
already doing the podcast, the newsletter, this that. Even my newsletter, I 
went on today and now we’re recording this before I’m actually publishing 
the podcast episode so it was actually last week, I went on to send my 
newsletter out and I’d done all this work, and everything was gone. And I’m 
just like, oh my gosh. And I told people to use this service and now I’m 
really mad about it. And this has happened before where I’ve lost hours and 
hours of work. So, the thought of doing that with an app, I just can’t even 
begin to imagine. 

Loreen

Was it lost because of something on somebody else’s system that you were 
using? 

Katie

It was lost because I do it through mynewsletterbuilder.com, which I like a 
lot for some reasons, but for these kinds of reasons, like they said, well, did 
you clear your cache in Firefox? And I said, but I always save my work first. 
I would never clear my cache and not save it. And they said, oh, well if you 
clear it. And I said, wait a minute, if you click the button it says it’s saved. 
So, shouldn’t it be, like, saved? And then they were like, well, did you hit the 
back button, because if you go to the back button, then it goes to a previous 
version and blah blah blah. You know what? I think that’s all BS because if 
I’m paying money for this service, I shouldn’t have to not hit my back button 
or be worried about that. So, I’m really angry and I’m not going to be using 
them for much longer. And if they hear this, oh well. I’ve been a customer 
with them for years, but I’m going to be putting up a new website and I’m 
going to put up my newsletter right from my website and I’ll send it from 
there because I can’t stand it. It’s ridiculous. 

Loreen

I would say that in terms of creating an app or doing a Kindle book or the 
other ePub formats, it’s more like how you have a word processing program 
on your own computer, or you have Photoshop. Like, in my case, I do my 
illustrations in Photoshop. So, in that case, if I was creating an app or one of 
these other things, I would be having that all on my own computer. So, of 

http://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/
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course I have to back it up, but I wouldn’t be dependent on some outside 
force, I hope. 

Katie

But even so, it’s like, what if I put this in wrong and then all the formatting 
is wrong? And I’ve gotten so much information that it’s sort of dizzying when 
you think about how things have changed so quickly. So, I kind of want 
somebody, like this new program I guess it is, the Moglue, Moglue.com? 

Loreen 

Yeah, we don’t even know what that is yet. 

Katie 

We don’t know.

Loreen 

Aside from going to the website and looking at their video, we don’t know. 

Katie

But we’re all excited! We’re like woo-hoo!

Loreen 

We’ll have to test it.

Katie 

Yeah, I’ll put that video on the blog post too. I’ve already signed up with 
them and it’s really cool. It’s basically a drag and drop app, make your own 
app. 

Loreen

That’s what they’re saying, and we’ll find out because you know, sometimes 
people think they’ve created something that’s easy to use and you go to use 
it and it’s like, I don’t get it. 

Katie 

http://www.moglue.com/
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That’s what they want to know from the, from people trying to do it. 

Loreen 

But what cracks me up is it wasn’t very long ago when blogs really started to 
get going and the first time I read a blog, I didn’t like it because the posts 
were in reverse order chronologically. 

Katie 

Well, you don’t have to make it that way. 

Loreen 

Well, I know, but typically, if somebody was telling a long continuous story, 
you had to go all the way to the back and kind of read it that way and I 
found that so confusing that I couldn’t figure it out. Of course now, I’ve got 
three or four of my own personal blogs. I’m on two or three group blogs. I’m 
fixing the whole layout. So, things evolve. 

Katie

Exactly. Okay. So, let’s move on. Should we go to reader expectations? On 
your own blog post you say reader expectations for eBooks are maybe quite 
different maybe versus paper books. 

Loreen

Yeah, and that’s everything from like we talked about before, whether 
interactivity will be added or not and that’s an issue particularly with the iPad 
and other, the story apps. 

Katie 

Yeah, they’re expecting a lot too. 

Loreen

Versus, if it’s more of a typical book like on the Kindle, the expectation is not 
that big in terms of, they know what the format’s going to be, but they may 
expect it to be less expensive because there’s this theory that oh it’s an 
eBook it shouldn’t cost anything. Just like everything else on the Internet is 



free so why should we pay for anything? (laughs) So, that’s just something 
that is in the air. 

Katie

One of the things that I really like about being able to lead people’s 
expectations in the right direction for the app that you are creating is to be 
able to do the screen shots and to talk to people. A lot of the apps and a lot 
of the people who are putting things on iTunes store, they don’t describe at 
all what their application is going to provide. 

Loreen 

That’s another whole topic. I totally agree. A lot of them are doing a terrible 
job of explaining what it is. 

Katie

Well, maybe they’re not writers. 

Loreen 

Right. They may be developers, but they don’t- 

Katie

I agree. Well, go ahead. Finish your sentence. 

Loreen 

Well, just that they don’t know how to describe. I have this phrase that I use 
all the time: having a theory of mind. As an author, you have to be able to 
imagine what your reader knows and doesn’t know and what their age level 
is. There’s a lot involved there and a lot of people who put things on the 
Internet, they only know their own mind. They can’t imagine yours. So, 
that’s the problem. When you’re marketing a book or anything else you have 
to say, what does my person who comes to this page, what do they want to 
know? And then you tell them.

Katie

And that’s the thing too – It’s like part of me thinks, I’m just going to put 
this up there; just get it out. I started to design my own app a long time 



ago, like way when this first started. Then, I got so overwhelmed that I 
stopped. So, part of me thinks that I should just get something out, like 
Lula’s Brew, which is basically, it’s got, it’s a little something something. She 
got it out there. This is Elizabeth O. Dulemba’s got Lula’s Brew, and it’s 
lovely. She’s gotten a lot of attention for it. Basically, it’s very simple. It is a 
picture book in digital format, and so for me, I feel like, well maybe I should 
just get my book I Hate to Go to Bed, which people always ask me about. It 
went out of print. I have the rights. Just get it up there. Then I go, how am I 
going to do that? I have the art, but I have to sort of, I’ll have to fuss around 
with it to make it the right size and everything, but I don’t even know how 
to do that. I don’t know. 

Loreen 

Well, let me ask you something. Is that particular book, the artwork, is it full 
bleed art? 

Katie 

It’s not full bleed art.

Lorraine 

Is it more like spots on white kind of thing?

Katie 

It’s exactly that. It’s spot art and almost framed art. 

Loreen 

There are picture books on the Kindle format that are like that because if 
you go rummage around. I did that post on how to read Kindle books even if 
you don’t have a Kindle. 

Katie

Right. I’ll tell you about what happened to me with that exact thing 
yesterday, but go ahead. 

Loreen 



Well, I was just going to say, you can find some picture books on there. One 
title that I can think of is something about Rocket Learns to Read. 

Katie 

Rocket Learns to Read is a fabulous book. In fact, I took it on TV. It’s so 
good. 

Loreen 

Well, they have that on the Kindle and you can see how they’ve, maybe it 
was full bleed in the original book, but anyway, it’s trimmed so there’s little 
square or rectangular images and then there’s text in between them and so 
that might be easier to do at this moment in time because. Or, that’s one 
option, then there’s the other possibility is you could also think about doing 
it in the iBooks format, which it’s fine to do both. 

Katie 

Yeah, why not? Now, how would I do it? Do I do it in InDesign, using Adobe 
InDesign? 

Loreen 

There is, do you have InDesign?

Katie 

I do. 

Loreen 

There is a plug in that’s free that will convert InDesign into, I think it’s the 
Kindle format. 

Katie 

Wow, I’ve got to do that. I’ve got to get on the stick here. 

Loreen 

I put that on one of my, I had sort of a blog that I don’t publicize because 
it’s just like my memory bank. 



Katie 

That’s great. That’s what I should do instead of all these sticky notes all over 
my computer. We’ll put all of this on the blog post. I will link all of this stuff 
because this is really valuable, I think. I hope. 

Loreen 

Well, and I think what happens is that there’s so much information flying 
around; people are having trouble figuring out which pertains to what they 
want to do. Plus they keep coming up with new applications and software. 
So, one minute you can’t do something and then you find out, oh now I can. 

Katie 

If you find out. Or you could just be sitting there going I don’t know how to 
do that. I can’t do that. And someone says, what are you talking about? Of 
course you can. 

Loreen 

The other thing too is they have updated the iBook format so that it can take 
full bleed images, which it couldn’t do until like last month. That information 
is available to Apple registered whatever you call them, book people. I can’t 
get into all the details, but it’s sort of like a modified PDF within the iBooks 
format. That’s what bogs people down is there is a lot of technicality to it. 

Katie 

Exactly. It stopped me cold. If you’re busy doing other things, it gets 
overwhelming. For example, yesterday, and I am technically adept pretty 
much. I mean, there are things I don’t know - there’s tons I don’t know - 
but I’m putting up this podcast and that takes some technical know how and 
I do various things, and I can do stuff, but there’s still so much. Yesterday, I 
tweeted about this podcast and I said, would you like to talk about or ask 
questions? And I was trying to get people to call in questions for this 
episode. I have been finding that people are shyer than I anticipate because 
I don’t get as many calls as I like. 

Yesterday, I tweeted that out and I got this guy, his name is Scott Neumyer 
and he said I’d love to be on the show. He was like wink wink, nudge nudge, 
and I go, oh no it’s some guy who wants to be on my show. I just wanted 



people to call in questions, right? And, so I was like, okay, who is this dude? 
Let me check him out. And I was asking him questions and I’m happy to, but 
it does get a little bit discomforting because I can’t say yes to everybody. 
Then he started telling me about who he is and what he does and I was like, 
hold the phone. I’ve got to talk to this guy some more because what he did 
was he created this really popular now, I guess, it’s an eBook. There’s no art 
or anything, but he created this, and it was self-published. 

And that’s another thing that stopped me. I’ve really got to start changing 
my mindset about self-publishing, although most self-published stuff does 
suck. People don’t want to get an editor, they don’t know about the art. They 
think they can do it themselves, and that’s my big argument with it. And all 
you self-published people who I’m making you made now, call it in baby. I 
challenge; the gauntlet has been thrown. But, let me finish telling you about 
this guy. He published this book on the Kindle, and in the first five weeks, 
sold over 1,000 copies at 2.99 a piece. Then, he told me he got, and I don’t 
want to say her name because I don’t know if this is cool yet, but he got this 
agent whom I know and is a fabulous agent, interested because of the book. 
And, then-

Loreen 

Because of the sales. (laughs)

Katie 

Yea, I’m sure. Well, she wouldn’t take it if the book wasn’t any good. 

Loreen 

Oh, right. I don’t mean that. 

Katie 

But, then, I said well, okay, how did you do this? And, I’m not going to tell 
everything because I’m going to have him on his own episode because he’s a 
really interesting guy. I said, well, usually I have publishers send me a copy 
of the book my guests have written so that I can read it before they come 
on, but, I guess you’re going to have to send me a gift certificate or 
something to Amazon. So, he does and he says it will be for the Kindle. I 
said, oh well, I don’t have a Kindle. I have an iPad. Here I am, I’m such an 
idiot. I knew there was a Kindle app for your iPad. But I was like Kindle, eh, 
I’m not going to put a Kindle on my iPad. So, now I had to. So, I guess 



because my iPad, if I had bought it, I probably would have bought the higher 
end one that had wifi, but I didn’t want to because of the $30.00 a month 
thing, and I already have an iPhone so why do I need that? I won it, so I 
didn’t have a choice. So, it was like, okay, this is the one I got. So, this is 
great. So, I never think of doing things online from it because I just have the 
wifi version. But I was at home. I have wifi at home, but I took his code in 
my laptop and I went through my laptop thinking then I will sync my iPad 
and the app will go into there. No, no, no, no. That’s not how it worked. I 
had to like do all this other stuff. Anyway, he had to talk me through it, and 
I’m technically pretty adept. So, the fact that I did all this stupid stuff was 
just really ridiculous, and he had to tell me, no, open through your iPad and 
then go into your Kindle app home screen and then make sure you’re signed 
in and then it will say, it will say in the bottom “archived items” and I had to 
go through all this stuff and, anyway. 

Loreen 

That’s what we call not user friendly. 

Katie 

Well, because why? It’s a Kindle. It’s not an iPad.

Loreen

I’m not saying that just about the Kindle. I’m just saying in general that’s 
the way technology often is. That it’s not obvious, and it was obvious to the 
guy that designed it that way, and nobody else.

Katie 

The thing is that - I guess it would have been nice if it had said no, stop me, 
you can do this straight from your iPad. You don’t have to do it through your 
computer, but it doesn’t. Anyway, so let’s go on to the next thing and stop 
boring my audience. Me, not you. I am boring my audience with my own 
woes of the Kindle, and the Kindle looks great. I’m just saying that trying to 
get this thing on my thing. 

Loreen 

Oh, I was going to say something about self-publishing. The term that 
seems to be coming into favor is indie publishing. 



Katie 

Right. Somebody tweeted that, or no they followed me and they were called 
indie publishers unite or something. That is a much cooler name. 

Loreen 

Well, and people who self publish, or indie publish, whatever term you want 
to use, they either are going to approach it like professionals, or they’re 
going to throw something together that isn’t professional and the market will 
tell them whether it likes it or not. I mean, there is a reason why published 
books look better typically than a self published book, but there’s nothing 
that says you can’t hire a free lance editor or whatever you need. 

Katie 

Absolutely. The problem is that people who self-publishing do not want to be 
told you have to take this out. You should take this out or kill your babies. 

Loreen 

That’s true. Authors don’t like to be told that either. 

Katie 

No. We don’t like it, but we know that the editor knows more than we do 
often. 

Loreen 

They save us from ourselves.

Katie

Really. I do believe that books are a group effort. There’s no way that my 
books would be as good as they are if I didn’t have a team behind me. 

Loreen 

But you know what indie people can do is set up there own groups. Novelists 
can trade manuscripts with each other. They’re both good at critiquing and 
helping. You can set up your own team. You don’t have to go; that’s 
definitely an option. 



Katie

It’s also, the mindset is definitely changing in terms of published authors 
looking at indie authors as bellow us or whatever. It’s not that way. I mean 
because people are starting to realize that there are other ways to publish 
your books and also people, it’s like that blog post that we were all talking 
about on E is for Book on Konrath’s blog. That, I emailed him and said would 
you like to be on my blog? And then I read who he was and I was like, if I 
ever hear from him. He wrote the Monk books. And when I first read that I 
was like, he writes about monks? Do a lot of people read that? He’s actually 
this huge writer. I can’t remember his name now. Sorry, dude. What’s his 
name? Crud. I’ve lost it. 

Loreen 

I barely keep up with what I’m doing, much less all the science fiction 
writers. I don’t know who’s who. 

Katie 

So, anyway, he said that one of the things that the two of them were talking 
about was the fact that Konrath is like everybody should do this and the 
other guy was like, no, I think it really will work better for people who are 
already published. So, I was asking him a question, A, do you want to be on 
my podcast? And B, is that true for people who are switching genres? I have 
had a successful career in mostly picture books. I have one middle grade 
novel, which didn’t do great. So, I’m known really more for my picture 
books, and so if I have a YA manuscript that has been rejected, but I have a 
lot of people who say they really love it, but blah blah blah, for whatever 
reason they can’t publish it at the house. Then do I want to publish that as 
an eBook? If I do, eventually, once my agent says go for it, because I’m 
waiting for her. Because I’m not going to take it from her. She’s a killer great 
agent. 

So, if she says, you know what? Go for it. Then, that’s when I’ll start 
thinking about that. Well, I’m thinking about it now. When she tells me look, 
there’s no way anybody’s going to publish this, then I’ll do it. But it’s really 
edgy dark YA, which is not anything I’m known for. For me, that’s almost like 
I’ve never been published before in my book. So, I don’t know if it would 
even sell anything, but it kind of seems to me if nobody else is publishing it? 
Why the hell not. 



Loreen 

In a way, you would be starting from scratch because your regular audience 
probably isn’t in the market for that, but you never know. On the other 
hand, kids grow up, and they may, I’ve had requests for example to do 
chapter books because they get out of the picture book age and they still 
like me and they’d like to read something for their current age. 

Katie

Yeah, I get that a lot too. I get that, but anyway, so let’s go into the next 
thing. Let’s go into-

Loreen 

Oh, by the way, it’s Lee Goldberg. 

Katie 

Thank you. I knew it was Lee. Okay. Sorry, Lee. Alright, I just got nervous 
and forgot your name. So, let’s not talk about devices. Do we need to talk 
about devices? To me, I think everybody kind of knows about devices, right? 

Loreen 

Some do, some don’t. They’ll run across them and try them out and decide 
what they like I think. 

Katie 

Okay, so let’s talk about the different formats. 

Loreen 

Sure.

Katie

One, two, three, go! (laughs)

Loreen 



Well, we’ve touched on it a little bit, how there are some formats like iBook 
and Kindle that are more text oriented typically and then the iPad and there 
are many other tablets that are coming out that will be able to play the 
apps. But of course the iPad, like you’ve already said, can also play Kindle 
books using the Kindle reader app. So, that gets confusing too because 
these formats can jump around into different devices, but yeah, that’s just 
something. It’s almost like we need a flow chart where you start with okay, 
here’s the kind of book you have, as an author, you’re a picture book person 
and here’s the kind of art you’re doing, or you’re a chapter book person, or 
novels or whatever. And then you say, okay, is it poetry? And if it’s poetry, 
then do xyz. You see what I’m saying? It’s not just a 123 abc kind of thing. 
There’s a lot of complexity there. 

Katie

If you have - most people - if you’re a picture book author, you’re going, well 
okay, then I want to do it for the iPad, right? 

Loreen 

I think they should be open to putting it on the Kindle if they can, putting it 
on iBooks if they can, putting it, I wouldn’t say you have to do an iPad app 
because that has another level of complexity because you may not want to 
have an interactive kind of thing. I’m not opposed to that or anything. I’m 
just saying don’t rule anything out too fast. 

Katie 

Okay, so now let’s see, images was your number six on this blog post. I love 
this blog post. It’s helping me with my podcast. It’s like you wrote my show 
notes for me. So, you have here picture books, graphic novels, and most 
non-fiction titles need images. So, you need to know what device and which 
format will support, which format for which device will support what kind of 
image, right? So, it’s kind of related to the previous idea. 

Loreen 

Yeah, because there’s issues of how big an image can be in terms of what do 
you call it? Bytes, or bits, to fit into the Kindle. You can’t just load some 
gigantic image in there. It’s not going to work. 

Katie 



Also, the other issue was that the different devices, whether or not they can 
take the full bleed or not. 

Loreen 

Yeah, if you’re a picture book author, you’re used to generally being able to 
run the art off the edge of the page, and the other issue, which is, I didn’t 
really get into, but is if you are used to doing two page spread design. 

Katie 

Those are what stop me. I’m sorry for interrupting you. That is what stopped 
me. Because I had two page spreads and I didn’t know what to do. So, go 
for that. Tell me, what do you do?

Loreen 

Well, if you looked at some of like Maryann Cocca-Leffler’s Wednesday is 
Spaghetti Day, that’s I believe an iPad book and, those kind of books, 
they’ve made it kind of like a letter box effect where there’s like a strip 
above and below and they put some text in there. I saw that with, there was 
a, I think it was a Spot book, is done that way. So, they kept the double-
paged spread and they just had some black space above and below, but they 
just used that for text. So, they’re coming up with solutions for that kind of 
situation. Personally, most of my books, I’d have a hard time pushing them 
into an eBook format because they’re too detailed. The images are too big 
for the size of say an iPad. 

There’s no way. Even if it’s one page, most of my books aren’t going to fit on 
that page. So, I’d have to really rethink it. Like, I have an out of print title 
that I mentioned in my first blog post, The Bunny Play, and I thought, I can’t 
deal with these double page spreads, but I could vignette them and I could 
just change them into spots maybe, or one page spreads, one page images, 
and just rethink it. Then I got a wild idea, well I could turn this into a 
chapter book. I don’t need to make it just a picture book. I could add more 
text and it’s funny. It just opened up a lot of possibilities when you can self 
publish something like that and just try it out and see how it looks. Throw it 
out there so somebody will buy it. 

Katie 

It’s so exciting. It really is exciting. It really is just that I was scared at first. 
I was like no I’m not going to look in that direction, and then once I looked 



in that direction I was like oh, look at that. Shiny things. So, then, let’s see, 
what do we have here? Interactive or not? We sort of touched on that 
before.

Loreen

Yeah, we pretty much covered that, but then the issue, the next one is who 
is involved in designing the interactivity? If you’re doing something, is the 
author going to do it? Is the illustrator? Is it the editor? If they farm it out to 
an app developer? 

Katie 

That was my problem. 

Loreen

So, I’ve read a couple stories online, the step-by-step kind of thing, where it 
sounds like they are wanted to have the author and/or illustrator involved if 
possible, but I think it depends. 

Katie 

That was my issue that I was trying to animate the animals in Who Hops? 
and just, I’m not an animator. I had quotes from everything from 0 to 
25,000 and I was still doing the art. For any of those prices, I was going to 
be doing a ton of work on it and the one I ended up picking and they should 
go on E is for book and find out, read the whole post, because I really didn’t 
know how I was going to do all the animation. There was a lot of 
interactivity in this. 

Loreen 

I was kind of surprised that you would be doing the animation. I mean, what 
are they doing? 

Katie 

They were coding it, I guess. 

Loreen 



Well, I have to admit, I have just an absolute black hole of knowledge. I 
don’t know how involved that is; I don’t know how hard that is. I just don’t 
know. You need to interview a developer to find out. 

Katie 

I do. That’ll be one of the next things. I’m definitely going to be doing more 
of these. So then, your number 9 is competition. The technological barrier to 
creating a digital book is getting it ever lower depending on what kind it is, 
text only being the easiest. And since 80% of Americans supposedly want to 
write at least one book, then there are going to be many many more 
eBooks. Whether they’ll be worth reading is another issue. This is of course 
very true. I think that the cream will rise to the top. I hope, anyway, but I 
have to say lots of people like really crappy books. 

Loreen 

That’s true. 

Katie 

There’s no accounting for taste. So, and then of course, I worry that 
somebody’s going to buy a bad book and then they are burned and then 
they say, well, I’m not going to buy, these are terrible. But, I think 
eventually people will figure it out and they’ll know how to, people will get 
reviews and it will, this is the beginning. This is such the beginning. 

Loreen 

Books traditionally, particularly children’s books, have always sold more by 
word of mouth than anything. They do marketing and they have catalogues, 
the publishers I mean, but really it’s about librarians making lists; it’s about 
the awards. It’s about magazine articles, and of course now, it’s about 
people talking about it on Twitter, people mentioning it on their own blogs, or 
on Facebook or whatever. So, there’s a lot more opportunity to get your book 
heard. Then of course, you can advertise for a very low price. You can put up 
a, say your book is very targeted, it’s about little girls taking ballerina 
lessons, or ballet lessons. You could find ways online to target moms of little 
girls who take ballet lessons and advertise to them. That is now an option 
that was really not as easily, it was a lot more expensive to advertise in the 
past, I think. You can advertise on certain blogs. I’ve seen incredibly low 
prices for that kind of thing. So, that’s another whole subject that I didn’t 
get into. 



Katie

And then, let’s see, doing the search, you say finding a particular eBook is 
kind of a catch-22.

Loreen 

Yeah, because if you go onto, say you go to the iTunes store. I guess, they 
have a section for children’s books. That was something I remember 
Elizabeth talking about. That it was hard for people to find the children’s 
books on there, and so I don’t know if they’ve improved that. I really haven’t 
kept up on that. Sometimes it’s really hard to know a book exists unless the 
author says here it is and here’s a link to it that takes you right to the page 
where you buy it. 

Katie 

You definitely have to do a lot of PR and promotion over it. I’m going to look 
on the iTunes store right now and see what they have. I’m going to do a 
search for children’s books and let’s see what comes up. I did have, I did 
find out that the podcast is now number one in children’s publishing. So, that 
was pretty cool. I can’t even believe it. The first thing that comes up when I 
do a search for children’s books, first you get iPhone apps, then the next 
thing is iPad apps, then albums, this audio books, then books, which then 
leads you to iBooks, then podcasts, podcast episodes, then iTunes U. So, 
which is kind of interesting. So, the first, let’s just do the iPhone apps, so 
see all, and you have Me Genius is number one, Children’s Books, that’s 
what it’s called, just Children’s Books, which by the way is part of how they 
get up to the top, but then they have games. Here’s one, it’s way low, it’s 
like the 16th or something. It says Itsy Bitsy Spider games, but it’s in 
children’s books. 

Loreen 

Right, well I don’t know how their organizing all the search stuff on there, 
but like on Amazon, you can, if you do a search on whatever your topic, 
birds or whatever, within the context of children’s books, then usually they 
put best selling first. So, then that builds upon itself that becomes a self-
fulfilling prophecy. It’s always on top of the search results, so of course more 
people buy it, but you can also select for example to have the search 
organized by publication date, so the most recent first, if you’re looking for 
the most recent books on a certain topic. So, there’s different ways to do the 



search, but the default one is best selling. That’s just on Amazon of course. 
These other, and I really haven’t looking into, we haven’t mentioned the 
Nook much, but that’s another whole bookstore. 

Katie 

Right. Oh, there’s plenty. So, you’re last thing was business as usual, and 
you talk about if the eBooks are priced lower then they may undermine the 
sells of traditional books, but I have to tell you, and I’m not your typical. I 
think this is for the future and we’ll see where people go. And I know people 
my age who, and I have teenagers, and I know people my age who love 
reading on their Kindles or whatever, but to me, I do both. I’ve done both. 
But, I’ve been reading one book on the iPad, but then once, the iPad’s kind 
of heavy to hold, so I don’t really enjoy reading it, and I do love holding a 
book with pages in it. 

Loreen 

I do too. For example – magazines - there are a lot of them now that you 
can get digital subscriptions, but I don’t know, I’m just not that crazy about 
reading magazines online. I’d rather go sit somewhere else. There’s also the 
thought that with young kids, particularly the picture book age, it is 
important for their development to have something more tangible, the pages 
and all that. That’s the theory. My understanding though is the kids really 
enjoy interacting with the iPad, for example moving things around. So, that 
certainly seems to have hand eye coordination involved as well. But whether 
eBooks will undermine the sells of traditional books, I don’t know. I’m sure 
that’s probably hard to prove one way or the other, but that’s just something 
that I’ve heard. 

Katie 

It’s also like when they said oh television, nobody’s going to be going to the 
movies anymore, but people go to the movies. Each business adapts. It’s 
survival of the fittest in that way. 

Loreen 

That’s right and I think that you just have to be open to trying a different 
strategy, but it’s easy for me to say. I don’t have a gigantic company that’s 
depending on my decisions about well, is my publishing company going to do 
this or that? It is more nerve racking I’m sure for somebody who has built 



up a certain business model and way of doing things and then, what’s my 
next move? 

Katie 

Well, this has been amazing and I definitely, I think we’ll have to have you 
on again or like definitely talk some more about this, especially after Moglue 
starts doing, getting people working on their app. 

Loreen

I hope that works out. I’m optimistic. 

Katie 

Me too. It’s exciting. I’m going to let them know that we talked about it on 
my podcast because I tell everybody when, hopefully they’ll do something 
about putting the word out about this podcast to help to spread the gospel of 
kid lit. So, anyway, thank you so much Loreen. I really appreciate it, and 
being patient why I figured out why Skype wasn’t working for me. And it will 
be interesting because this is the first podcast I’ve recorded through a 
conversation on my iPhone. So, we’ll see how the audio quality is. 

Loreen 

Yeah, well, it sounds great from my end. And I really appreciate the 
opportunity, Katie. So, let’s do it again when we know more about what 
we’re talking about. 

Katie

Well, hopefully, we just sort of marked our territory, not marked our 
territory, that’s not what I was going to say, marked-

Loreen

We set out a certain level of here’s where we are now. 

Katie 

We’ve started the journey. We’ve said, okay everybody. I feel like we’re 
waving the flag on one of those museum tours and saying, we’re over here. 
We’re going to start looking at everything now. So, come on. Follow us. So, 



hopefully this will help people and people will share their information and I 
think there’s enough room for everyone, personally. 

Loreen 

I do too.

Katie 

Alright. Thank you so much. 

Loreen

You’re welcome. Thank you. 

Katie 

Bye. Talk to you soon.

Loreen 

Okay, bye. 

Katie 

That was great. I hope you enjoyed it. I’m really, one thing I wanted to read 
was this really I thought great comment by Blue Rose Girls blogger Meghan 
McCarthy, and she’s also an author/illustrator, someone I’m a huge fan of, 
and she wrote:

I posted this on my new blog, but I’ll mention it here too. I’m irritated by the 
way Barnes & Noble mixes self published eBooks and regular eBooks all 
together side by side on their website and when you browse on the Nook, or 
I guess just Nook, they don’t want you to say the, this makes for a disaster 
in my opinion. I posted images of some of the covers, very amateurish. One 
must imagine that the text also mirrors the covers, as in needing much 
editing etc. I find this insulting, 

And by the way Megan, I completely agree. 

Is this what they think of published books? That all the editing and design 
and illustrating means nothing because they’ll just throw them along with 
something that someone did without 10 or more years of training? Well, this 

http://bluerosegirls.blogspot.com/
http://bluerosegirls.blogspot.com/


is the impression that I get, and I don’t like it. Not one bit. This is just one of 
the many reasons that I don’t like where eBooks are headed.

So, I think that that’s really true, but as we spoke about, and I wish I had 
read that when Loreen was still on, but as we talked about, I think that 
things are going to start to shake out and it’s so new, but it’s good to hear 
all the different sides of it. But, I think that people who self publish, or 
maybe books that are republished, like, in other words out of print, but are 
now republished by the author/illustrator as eBooks, that should be in a 
different category because obviously you had a publisher behind it, creating 
something that would be presumably more professional. But, I have to say, 
there are indie books that are becoming more professional and are good. It’s 
just that I do think that publishers have a great deal to offer in the creation 
in the creation of a book. 

Audio Change – Katie Continues

Again, I’m sorry for the audio on my iPhone doing this outro, but I also 
wanted to say, I have my first Jennifer Hubert Swan review today. I’ve very 
excited to be rolling this out, as I’ve said. You know this if you have been 
listening that Betsy Bird does the picture book and middle grade reviews and 
I wanted to broaden the appeal of the show and now I have Jennifer Hubert 
Swan. She writes the blog Reading Rants, as it has been for the last 10 
years, which I like to point out, is longer than that Julie Julia woman. So, we 
know how to do it in kid lit, let me tell ya. 

So, welcome to Jennifer on your debut episode and I just have to mention 
the fact that I have my folder; it says BBAB for Brain Burps about Books and 
inside it I have one folder that says audio clips, one says Bird Reviews, then 
it says Raw, which is like the raw audio before I edit it, and then the next 
one is Swan reviews, and I just noticed that I have Bird reviews and swan 
reviews. So, I kind of like that I’m staying within the whole avian thing. 
Anyway, I hope you enjoy it and I will see you on the flip side. 

Jennifer Begins

As soon as I heard there was going to be a feature film made of Judy 
Blume’s novel, Tiger Eyes, I headed straight to my bookshelf to thumb 
through my dog eared dell paperback, you know, the one with the dreamy 
eyed brunette on the cover next to the backdrop of a canyon, wearing a silky 
looking blouse that was totally inappropriate for hiking? If you were a 
teenage girl between the years of 1982 and 1989, you probably had a copy 



right next to your Boy George Color By Numbers album or maybe that was 
just me. 

I’ve always thought that Tiger Eyes, the heartfelt story of 15-year-old Davey 
Wexler who loses her father in a 7-11 shooting and moves with her family to 
New Mexico for a year to work through her grief, was completely underrated. 
It’s always been my favorite of the Blume cannon. Not just because of the 
headstrong angry character of Davey, who I identified with completely as a 
teenager, but also because as an adult who has now professionally reviewed 
hundreds of books, I can see how elegantly crafted it is. 

Blume manages to imply volumes about sorrow, fear, the illusion of safety in 
a violent world, and the life affirming power of new love in less than 250 
pages. She does this through the use of small succinct details that convey a 
twilight’s worth of meaning in just a few short sentences. Probably my 
favorite of these passages is right near the beginning when Davey’s mom is 
urging her to get out of the house after her father’s funeral, and Davey 
doesn’t want to: 

It’s been 13 days, 13 days since I bathed. I know I smell, but I don’t care. I 
roll over and pull the bed sheet up over my ear. My bed smells too. I like it. 
A warm, salty, slightly sour smell. My own unwashed smell, coming from the 
inside of me. 

I can still remember my visceral reaction to that passage as a teenager. I 
had never lost anyone close to me and this earthy description gave me some 
idea of how that felt. Here was the smell of grief. It wasn’t pleasant to 
others, but could be very comforting to the person it was emanating from. 
Greif was lonely, but there was some solace in owning it. Also, grief could 
turn you into an animal that didn’t care about basic human functions. You 
only wanted to stay in your nest where it was safe and where everything 
smelled like you. 

Blume also acknowledges that physical sexual feelings occur in the midst of 
mourning, reminding us that we are still very much alive. Davy meets a local 
boy named Wolf while she’s hiking in the canyon and is immediately drawn 
to this sad handsome stranger. They sense each other’s grief, Wolf’s father is 
dying of cancer and Davey, who Wolf calls Tiger, can’t help but fantasize 
about what it would be like if it was just the two of them alone in the world. 

I try to imagine us hundreds of years ago. Tiger and Wolf living in a cave 
together. We would make love on rocks that had been warmed by the 
sunshine. We would raise babies fat and happy. 



Again, just a few sentences, but they gave me such a fluttery feeling in my 
13 year old stomach. Blume makes Davey’s longing palpable and stronger 
because she’s just seen death up close. In the face of her father’s murder, 
it’s essential to feel something that makes her want to live. Tiger Eyes 
makes me nostalgic for a time when author’s reigned themselves in, 
characters didn’t share their every thought for pages and pages and boys 
didn’t have to be vampires or werewolves to be compelling or mysterious. 

The movie version, which was co-written by Blume and her son Lawrence 
and will also be directed by Lawrence Blume, will most likely stay true to the 
original story if the mother and son writing team have anything to say about 
it. But, I’m not sure now that I’ve reread my old favorite, which was 
originally published in 1981, that I want to see it on the big screen. Because, 
honestly, it’s going to be hard for me to see anyone in the role of Davey 
other than that soft focused brunette on the cover of my much loved dell 
paperback. 

Katie speaks

Jennifer, you totally rocked that. Thank you so much. And now, back to our 
regularly scheduled outro. 

Outro Music – Katie Speaks

I want to thank you for listening to the show and I hope that you will keep 
listening and call in your questions. And if you do have questions about 
eBooks or getting published or you want to rant at me about indie books, I’d 
love to hear it, 888-522-1929. Keep reading. 


