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How's Your Platform Accounting?
Regardless of what you're promoting, you need a platform. Maybe you already have the means to do this and 
you don't even know it! Let's find out...print out this page and check off whatever applies to you. Anything that 
ends up in your NEED IT column, put on your TO DO list! If anything here freaks you out...don't let it! In my 
Brain Burps About Books: Marketing podcast (which you can find here on iTunes) I have, or will go over 
everything here and more. And even if you don't think you are interested and want something on this list, you 
never know how you'll feel or what your needs will be in a year, so don't miss an episode!

Platform Builders Have it Need it Don't want it (write why!)

Author website

Blog

Facebook Page (NOT Profile!)

Twitter account

LinkedIn Account

Pinterest Account

Google+ account

YouTube channel

Business cards

Email list/Newsletter

Writer's retreats and/or conference plans

Klout account

Awareness of expertise/niche

Free resources created from my expertise

Association memberships

Written platform-building strategy

Support team 

Opportunities for engagement on your 
website and network 

Printed giveaways  

http://www.katiedavis.com
http://www.katiedavis.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/brain-burps-about-books-marketing/id568981877
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Twit te r :  @Kat ieDav isBurps

Articles, books, and resources on building your platform

• Platform Building Strategy

• Should You Self-Host Your Blog or Website?

• The Author's Guide to Building an Online 

Platform

• 7 Ways to Build Your Online Platform From 

Scratch

• Take Your Author Website to the Next Level

• Author Platform? But I'm Just Starting to 

Submit

• How Writers Can Best Build Their Platform 

(video)

• 3 Steps to Creating a Beautiful Book Stie for 

Less Than $100
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Tip #1 - Set your sites

You really have to have a website. There is just no way around 

it. If you think you can handle blogging you should do that too. 

You do have something to say - it's worth sharing! You should 

have a blog site, that is so your blog and site are at the same 

address. Use Wordpress - it's easy to learn and is the way it's 

being done now, pretty much everywhere. You'll further your 

brand through your blog. People will read what you have to 

say, and get to know you and your message.

Tip #2 - The Best Things in Life are Freebies

Yep, give it away. Give as much content as you can. The more 

you give, the more you'll get back in return. Before I learned to 

think globally, I pretty much only focused on my own books 

and how I could get them some press or get the word out on 

my work in general. It was definitely more difficult to promote 

other books as easily as it is now, what with “like” buttons, the 

ability to retweet someone’s good news, and other technology, 

but no excuses! When I concentrated only on my own interests, 

I bored my own self after a while, and I’m sure I bored other 

people way before that point! When I stopped being so self-

involved and began looking outward, I started making deeper 



connections, which led to more fulfillment professionally and 

personally. Ironically, that created more opportunities for me.

Tip #3 - Pipe up! 

Answer comments on your blog, comment on other blogs, 

produce a newsletter, offer support, create videos with solid 

content and information. Get noticed in other places within 

your niche. If you're trying to reach kids who love science, 

submit an article in a magazine - again, online or off - that 

focuses on science for kids. 

Tip #4  - Giddyap, Partner!

Create a partnership with peers who have more visibility than 

you or influencers in your field to tackle a new project and/or 

extend your reach. That is, offer to do guest posts, host tweet 

chats, offer help and resources. Remember, a fish doesn't just 

jump onto the hook! Make partnering with you irresistible by 

offering something only you can provide!

Tip #5 - May I ask you a question?

Make yourself an expert. It's all perception. I knew what I know 

now before my podcast, but people now consider me an 

expert, whereas I wasn't known as one before. Submit 



proposals to speak at conferences, submit articles to your 

niche's publications (online and off). Have confidence in your 

knowledge and share it. If you're working on, say, a book about 

a dog, use your work with the local pound as a basis for your 

knowledge. Write articles on saving animals, working with dogs, 

strays, or whatever connects and underscores your expertise.

The best tip of all is don't worry. You don't have to do it all at 

once...you don't even have to do it all! But pick three ways to 

start building your platform and get to it!


