
Resources
Sites and lists to connect with other authors/librarians/teachers

LM_Net listserv

Jacketflap.com

American Association of School Librarians

Sites that help you market your book

TheBookMarketingNetwork.com

AuthorvisitMatch.com

Amazon Author Central

LibraryThing.com

Sites that help you learn the business

TeachingBooks.net

PW Kids Bookshelf

Shelf Awareness

SLJ online newsletter

Honing Your Craft (by no means a comprehensive list)

write4kids.com 

Click here stay updated!
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Writopia - (more for kids)

Emma Walton Hamilton 

Institute of Children's Literature

Vermont College of Fine Arts, Writing for Children and Young Adults Novel Writing 

Retreat

Hedgebrook (women writers retreat) 

Djerassi Artist Residency

Rutgers One-on-One

Anastasia Suen

Highlights

Kindling Words

SCBWI - various and nationwide

Click here stay updated!
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Independent Book Stores
Bookstores come in all shape and sizes. Every customer has his or her preference—

which may shift depending on each book and circumstances. I've striven to give you 

options in this book. Here are a few more. 

indiebound.org A great site to help consumers find local brick and mortar bookstores.

Booktenders' Secret Garden Children's Bookstore & Gallery

42 E. State St. Rear

Doylestown,Pa 18901

215-348-7160

Contact: Ellen Mager 

They say: 

“Local and Published by a "real" publisher: Please come in,

introduce yourself and show me your book! 

Out of town: and Published by a "real" publisher: Send a postcard, or a letter with the 

information.

Self published: Local. Call and arrange to stop in and show me your work. If I think it fits 

my store I will take one or 2 on consignment (not less than a 40% discount).

Click here stay updated!
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Out of town:  Send a letter/e-mail with sample pages. I will contact you if I am 

interested.”

Colgate Bookstore

3 Utica Street

Hamilton, NY 13346 

Mailing address: 

13 Oak Drive

Hamilton, NY 13346

(315) 228-7480

Email the Buyer

Email the Manager

They say: “We host regular children's programs and are happy to hear from authors of 

traditionally-published and self-published books.”

Eight Cousins

189 Main St.

Falmouth, MA  02540

Email

508-548-5548

They say: “Children's books and more, including self published books on consignment.”

Click here stay updated!
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Hooray For Books!

1555 King St.

Ste. 101

Alexandria, VA 22314

703-548-4092

Email

They say: "Send us a galley or sample and we'll happily consider carrying 1-2 books on 

consignment, 60/40 split, if we feel the book fits our store. For book signings,  we'll put it 

in our newsletter & on our web page, but require commitment on part of author to 

promote their book.

The King's English Bookshop

1511 South 1500 East

Salt Lake City, UT 84105

Phone: 801-484-9100

Email

Laurel Book Store

4100 MacArthur Blvd.

Oakland, CA 94619

510-531-2073

Click here stay updated!
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M 10-6 T-F 10-7  Sat 10-6 

Contact: Luan Stauss

They say: “Call, email, or make an appt. to come by and tell me about the book once 

you  know who is likely to buy it, what age group it will appeal to, what else is on the 

market that compares, where you think it will be shelved, what else might tie in with it, 

and what you do for possible events. Then we'll consider it for standard consignment.”

Lift Bridge Book Shop 

45 Main St

Brockport, NY, 14420

585-637-2260

Email

They say: “Lift Bridge is a full service book store with a strong Children's Department. 

Contact us if you have put together an event based on your book, and you would like us 

to host you for the event and a book signing.”

Little Joe’s Books

25 Katonah Ave

Katonah, NY

914-232-7278

Click here stay updated!

http://www.liftbridgebooks.com
http://www.liftbridgebooks.com
mailto:patkutz@liftbridgebooks.com
mailto:patkutz@liftbridgebooks.com
http://www.facebook.com/LittleJoesBooks
http://www.facebook.com/LittleJoesBooks
http://forms.aweber.com/form/71/1420716671.htm
http://forms.aweber.com/form/71/1420716671.htm


Mudsock Books & Curiosity Shoppe 

11850 Allisonville Rd

Fishers, IN 46038

317-579-9822

Email

They say: “Contact us if you would like to have a book signing and/or place your books 

on consignment in our store.”

Once Upon a Time

2207 Honolulu Ave

Montrose, CA  91020818-248-9668

Email

They say: “Established in 1966, Once Upon a Time is the oldest children's bookstore in 

the country.  We love creating magical and memorable events that kids remember and 

that help sell books!”

Merritt Bookstore

57 Front Street Box 918

Millbrook, New York 12545

845-677-5857

Email 

Click here stay updated!
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R. J. Julia Booksellers

768 Boston Post Road

Madison, CT 06443

(203) 245-3959

Email

The Storybook Garden

260 S. Texas Blvd., Ste. 106

Weslaco, TX 78596

(956)968-READ

Email

Click here stay updated!
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Book Bloggers
Clara Gillow Clark

Clara Gillow Clark

I interview authors of children's books only and sponsor a Writing Contest with cash/

book prizes and publication on my blog for grades 4-8 in the spring. Rules and details 

posted for submissions at that time. 

Anne Sibley O'Brien

Coloring Between the Lines

This blog looks at issues of race and culture in relation to creating and using children's 

literature, as seen by a white author-illustrator of multiracial, multicultural books, with 

illustrations from my books and sketches.

Margo Tanenbaum

The Fourth Musketeer

Click here stay updated!
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My blog specializes in reviewing historical fiction and history-related non-fiction for 

children through teens.  If you are interested in submitting your book for review on my 

blog, please contact me at email.  

Erik M.

KID BOOK RATINGS

The best and worst children's books of all-time, and everything in between. just one 

dad's opinion... plus thousands more from people like you! I accept submissions and 

usually review them within a week of receiving them.  Hard copy or digital copy is fine, 

and I leave it up to the author/publisher/PR agent to decide which format is best for 

them.

Phyllis Harris

Phyllis Harris illustration for children's publishing

Sharing sketches, and paintings for the publishing and licensing industry. Comments 

welcome.giveaways (especially if you mail the book/s to the winners).

Click here stay updated!
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Rachna Gilmore

Rachna Gilmore's Writerly Plarks*

*Writerly play work and larks: insights and tips on writing fiction, book recommendations 

and more.

Loreen Leedy

Loreen Leedy Books 

The official blog by the picture book author-illustrator to share work in progress, news 

about upcoming books, activities for kids, tutorials, and other fun stuff.

Zoe

Playing by the Book

I review picture books which inspire play in our family. I accept submissions but am UK 

based (though with a worldwide readership). I have a full review policy here.

Click here stay updated!
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Dad

Read Aloud Dad 

Simply reading the best children's books to my twins. 

I review only books that I personally buy. No exceptions. No submissions. 

Rukhsana Khan

Khanversations

Rukhsana’s thoughts on the children’s book industry, creativity and life in general.

Shirley Duke

Simply Science

I blog about children’s nonfiction and suggest an easy science activity to accompany the 

subject from the book. Links for further information follow the post. I accept a limited 

number of review copies because I blog once a week.

Click here stay updated!
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Wrapped In Foil Blog

At Wrapped In Foil we review picture books, easy readers, and middle grade children's 

books with a heavy emphasis on nonfiction, particularly science and nature titles. We 

accept submissions.

John Nez

John Nez

I'm a children's book illustrator and author of more than 50 children's books. My blog is 

where I post snippets of ideas and photographs of things I like.

TeachingAuthors

We are six children's authors who also teach writing.  Our posts include curriculum, 

writing and poetry prompts, tips for writing teachers, aspiring and published writers and 

poets, interviews with other authors who also teach, and reviews of books relevant to 

our audience.  

Click here stay updated!
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Lisa Taylor

Shelf-employed

Shelf-employed is a blog of "reviews and news you can use" for busy librarians, 

teachers, and caregivers. As a public librarian, it is my look at books, audiobooks, 

websites, and movies for children and young adults. I post reviews and multimedia 

booktalks for use in promoting children's literature. I do accept ARCs, but do not 

promise to review them.  If an author contacts me via email, I will normally respond if I 

am interested in the book.  I don't accept books that I don't plan to read. If I dislike a 

book, I will normally refrain from posting a public review.

Maryann Cocca-Leffler

Maryann Cocca-Leffler Author-Illustrator of Children's Books

My blog is where I share news of what I am working on and stuff about life and the 

publishing industry.

Click here stay updated!
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Jeannine Atkins

Jeannine Atkins Writing and Stuff

At Views from a Window Seat I discuss what I'm reading and writing, focusing on history 

and fiction for children and teens.

Uma Krishnaswami

Writing With a Broken Tusk

Writing With a Broken Tusk is a blog about overlapping geographies and writing books 

for children--guest posts, interviews, posts on the craft of writing and on teaching 

writing. Culturally grounded books of special interest. 

Elizabeth Koehler-Pentacoff

Reading, Writing and Elizabeth

Reading and writing with a focus on writing advice, workshops and contests for kids.

Submissions: Comments are welcome and I receive frequent questions regarding the 

contests and workshops I list for students. 

Click here stay updated!
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Ms. Yingling

Ms. Yingling Reads

In an effort to read all books before purchasing them for my middle school library, I 

review 5 or more middle grade fiction and nonfiction books per week. Books for boys 

are emphasized with most Fridays being dedicated to Guy Fridays. Resource pages on 

different genres appealing to boys appear at the top of the page.

Shutta Crum

Shutta’s Site

Children’s author site with posts and links to articles about writing for young readers and 

the writing life.

Alexis O’Neill

School Visits Experts

 

Click here stay updated!
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SchoolVisitExperts helps children’s authors & illustrators navigate the world of making 

public appearances. School visit tips and case studies are welcome from authors & 

illustrators and the teachers, parents & librarians who host book creators. Email me

Cheryl Rainfield

Cheryl Rainfield: Avid Writer, Teen Fiction Writer, and Book-a-holic 

I write about the children's and YA book world, inexpensive ebooks, books I've loved, 

book news, and my own books. I also review some children's and YA books (though I 

have a huge backlog so am not accepting many right now, and am mainly focusing on 

picture books). I welcome guest posts that are about reading or writing children's or YA 

lit, literacy, and book promotion. I also will post author interviews and do book 

Anastasia Suen 

5 Great Books

" I booktalk 5 easy readers with a common theme.

Chapter Book of the Day

Click here stay updated!
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     I booktalk books with chapters: early chapter books, middle grade and YA.

If you would like me to share your NEW book with my readers, ask your publisher 

to send it to: Anastasia Suen, PO Box 262472, Plano, TX 75026-2472. (Publicists, email 

me for UPS delivery info.)

Picture Book of the Day: A Booktalk Blog

     I booktalk picture books, and board books for babies and toddlers.

Chapter Book of the Week: A Booktalk Blog 

I booktalk books with chapters: early chapter books, middle grade and YA.

Barney Saltzberg 

Barney Saltzberg Noodlings  

Author, Illustrator, Songwriter writes about the process of creating picture books and 

music for children.

Click here stay updated!
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Nicole Zoltack

Where Fantasy and Love Take Flight

I use my blog to talk about books and writing in general and have started to review 

books as well. If you would like for me to consider your book for review, please email 

me Please no erotica. I am willing to read books for all ages and nearly all genres.

`

As I was finishing the last revision of this book, Google+ was unveiled. As my friend 

Jackie Green always says, “Timing.”  

In an effort to keep this as up-to-date as humanly possible, I recommend you read this 

fabulous guide to Google+ called Why I'm Loving Google+: Perspective of a writer, 

illustrator, musician/songwriter and board gamer (plus tips for newbies) by Debbie 

Click here stay updated!
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Ridpath Ohi. Please read it with 

the knowledge that this is 

newborn social networking, so is 

in the very early stages at this 

printing, and though I’ll try to 

keep everything in this book up-

to-date, this baby is growing 

before our eyes! If you’re 

interested in keeping on top of it, 

I recommend you follow Debbie on Google+.

And here are more resources provided by Debbie:

 Google+ Info site: Unofficial info about Google Plus, regularly updated

Google Plus: Ultimate Quickstart Guide: from Eugene Teplitsky

Mashable Google+ Complete Guide

Collaborate Google doc: essentially a wiki, open to anyone to edit. I linked to Google+ 

Info's blurb about it instead of the doc itself because if too many are editing it at the 

same time, the link won't work

How to Use Google+ Hangouts (wikiHow): basics, with screenshots

Where To Hangout At Google+: user-maintained directory of current G+ Hangouts

Google+ Cheat Sheet: one-page list of shortcuts 

Click here stay updated!

http://debbieohi.com/
http://debbieohi.com/
https://plus.google.com/115121110877145330939/about
https://plus.google.com/115121110877145330939/about
http://www.gplusinfo.com/
http://www.gplusinfo.com/
http://curiosityquills.com/google-plus-ultimate-quickstart-guide
http://curiosityquills.com/google-plus-ultimate-quickstart-guide
http://mashable.com/2011/07/16/google-plus-guide
http://mashable.com/2011/07/16/google-plus-guide
http://www.gplusinfo.com/the-book-of-everything-you-need-to-know-about-google/
http://www.gplusinfo.com/the-book-of-everything-you-need-to-know-about-google/
http://www.wikihow.com/Use-Google+-Hangouts
http://www.wikihow.com/Use-Google+-Hangouts
http://gphangouts.com
http://gphangouts.com
http://phandroid.com/2011/07/08/psst-check-out-this-google-cheat-sheet/
http://phandroid.com/2011/07/08/psst-check-out-this-google-cheat-sheet/
http://forms.aweber.com/form/71/1420716671.htm
http://forms.aweber.com/form/71/1420716671.htm


Google Plus Tips & Shortcuts: Andrew Shotland keeps this list updated

Google+ Privacy: 5 Settings You need To Know

What are Google Circles and how do I use them? by John Haydon

Taming your Google+ Circle madness in 3 easy step: Vincent Mo

How To Make A Private Circle: Kimberly Castleberry

10 Google+ tips to help you get off to a good start: Deb Ng

 Ultimate Google+ Tips and Tricks: Tech Exclusive

Don't disable Google+ notifications - Filter them!: Google+ Info

Why Google+ Is Awesome For Cartoonists: Ryan Estrada

Click here stay updated!
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Bonus Chapter 

Pinspiring Promotion
Note from Katie: After this book was first published, Pinterest was launched and 

became the fastest growing social media site in Internet history. Faster than 

Twitter! A friend of mine, Eric VanRaepenbusch, had enormous success on 

Pinterest, so I asked him if he'd like to help update How to Promote with a new 

chapter. This is his contribution. Before you start, check out the vocabulary list, 

below.

Pinterest Vocab

Board: A board is a place to organize images, like a bulletin board, only virtual. To 

create a board, click “Create a Board” from your pinboard page or click the “Add+” 

button at the top of the any Pinterest page. Next, you will be asked to name the board 

and select a category.  For example, if you wrote a children’s book about Chinchillas 

then you can create a board, “Chinchillas” and file it under the “Animals” category.  (Has 

anyone written a children’s book with a chinchilla as the main character? Wow! I just did 

a search for chinchilla pics – there has to be a children’s book in there somewhere.)
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Pin:  The act of uploading an image from a website or your device onto one of your 

boards.  The “Add+” button will allow you to add a pin by pasting in a URL or uploading 

a pin by choosing an image file from your own device.  Images can also be pinned 

easily from websites that have “Pin it” buttons.  Also, a “Pin it” button can be installed 

into your web browser (described later). Pinterest has posted their thoughts on “Pin 

Etiquette”.

Re-pin: The act of pinning a pin from someone else’s board onto your own board.  80% 

of pins on Pinterest are re-pins (source). 

Search: Pinterest allows you to search pins, boards, and pinners.  The default is set to 

search for pins.  Once the search results are displayed there will be tabs to sort by 

boards or pinners.  

Pinner: A person who pins.  You can search for your favorite Pinners with the search 

tool in the upper left hand corner of the Pinterest website.  

#

We want our books in the hands of children, teachers, and families.  For this to happen 

we need to promote. Our promotion has to be creative.  Our promotion has to effective. 

But, most of us do not have a marketing degree or a promotional budget.  The process 

of promotion can be challenging, overwhelming, and time consuming.  
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Three Reasons You Will Love Pinterest. 

1. Visually	  appealing.	  	  Warning!!	  Scrolling	  through	  all	  the	  images	  in	  your	  

pin	  feed	  is	  addicting	  -‐-‐	  delicious	  foods,	  redecorating	  ideas,	  new	  books	  to	  

read,	  hands-‐on	  activities	  for	  the	  family,	  home	  solution	  ideas,	  and	  on	  and	  

on.	  	  I	  guarantee	  you	  will	  ?ind	  something	  that	  inspires	  you.

2. Searchable.	  This	  may	  not	  sound	  like	  a	  big	  deal,	  because	  every	  site	  seems	  

to	  have	  an	  element	  of	  search.	  	  However,	  having	  an	  ef?icient	  search	  tool	  

available	  on	  Pinterest	  really	  helps	  your	  content.	  	  All	  it	  takes	  is	  one	  Pinner	  

to	  rediscover	  your	  pin	  through	  search,	  re-‐pin	  it	  to	  one	  of	  his	  or	  her	  boards,	  

and	  your	  content	  immediately	  has	  new	  life.

3. Sharing	  friendly.	  	  Pinterest	  is	  all	  about	  collecting	  images	  and	  ideas.	  	  The	  

act	  of	  pinning	  an	  image	  is	  the	  same	  as	  sharing.	  	  On	  Facebook	  and	  Twitter,	  a	  

share	  or	  a	  retweet	  doesn’t	  provide	  anything	  for	  the	  user	  besides	  sharing	  

with	  their	  friends	  or	  followers.	  Sharing	  is	  more	  likely	  to	  happen	  on	  

Pinterest	  because	  the	  Pinner	  wants	  to	  keep	  your	  content.	  
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I felt this way when I self-published a series of children’s picture books this past year. I 

knew that I was entering a very crowded space and had little money to throw around for 

advertising. But, I was confident that teachers and families would find my books fun and 

educational. I decided I was going to give it my best effort to promote through social 

media. 

I developed a plan to use Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest to distribute book news, 

promotional materials, and activities.  Promoting on Facebook and Twitter met my 

expectations, but Pinterest surprised me. Actually, it blew me away.  It was by far the 

most useful tool in promoting my books. 

My Pinterest Story

In the first half of 2012, I self-published Three Ghost Friends, a children’s picture book 

series focused on teaching the concepts of colors, opposites, shapes, and letters. I 

decided the best way to promote my books was to provide activity ideas and free 

printables for families and teachers. I posted the ideas and freebies on my blog and 

shared links to the content on Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.  The materials were well 

received.  I was pleased to have around 2,000 page views each month from May – 

September after I posted them. The page views inspired me to continue to provide the 

activities at a consistent rate through the Halloween season.  With no change to my 

promotional methods, my blog traffic exploded that October to 16,000 page views. 

Pinterest provided 2,700 referrals from pins I distributed on my Three Ghost Friends 
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Pinterest Board! These referrals increased my visibility and translated to an increase in 

book sales. The numbers blew me away.  I sold more books than I ever imagined. More 

importantly, my first attempt at publishing and promoting was a success.  

Are You Pinterested? Let’s Get Started.

Pinterest allows you to sign up for a personal or business account. A business account 

is recommended if you promote a product of any kind. At this time, there are very few 

differences between the two accounts.  One is that a business account allows you to 

verify your website or blog with Pinterest. Once verified, a hyperlink is added under your 

profile banner on your pinboard page. Also, Pinterest provides business account holders 

with numerous tools including “Pin it” buttons and widgets that can be added to your 

blog or website. These add-ons are provided to help drive traffic from Pinterest back to 

you. 

Don't worry! A Personal account can be converted to a business account in the matter of 

seconds. 

Regardless of which account you desire, Pinterest will require you to use your 

Facebook account, Twitter account, or your email address during the sign up process. 

Within minutes you will have an account and will be given a quick tutorial of how to 

create a board, how to follow boards and how to re-pin.
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Following Provides Opportunities for Pinspiration

Following on Pinterest is unique. On Twitter and Facebook you're all in or all out.  On 

Pinterest, you can follow all the boards of a pinner or you can just follow specific boards.  

Follow pinners and boards that suit your needs.  The act of following a pinner or a board 

will establish a pin feed that is made up of the most recent pins from your following list.

There are many ways to find pinners to follow:

1. Pinterest will make it easy for you to follow your Facebook friends and Twitter 

followers.  The drop down menu in the upper right hand corner of the Pinterest 

page will have a “Find Friends” option.  All your friends that are available to follow 

on Pinterest will be shown.

2. Use the Pinterest search box to find people who you admire by searching their 

name.  If you do not find them after searching, click the “Pinners” option above 

the displayed search results to sort by Pinners.
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3. Use the Pinterest search box to find boards that fit your needs. If you do not find 

them after searching, click the “Boards” option above the displayed search 

results to sort by Boards.

4. Click the “Follow on Pinterest” buttons on blogs or websites you visit.

5. Visit the “Categories” or “Popular” tabs at the top of any Pinterest page. View the 

pin feed. 

6. Click on the profile of someone that just pinned something that caught your eye 

and see what his or her boards are like.

What if there is something you don't like?

At some point you will follow someone and find their pins bothersome.  Simply click on 

the pinner’s name or the name of the board. Then, click unfollow on the pinboard page.  

Those bothersome pins will no longer show in your pin feed. The pinner is not made 

aware of your unfollow.
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What is your pinning plan?

What boards you are going to want people to see when they visit your page? What 

types of boards will best reflect who you are? These questions might be helpful before 

investing too much time into making boards. 

To get ideas for boards I spent time visiting the boards of active pinners and those of 

children’s authors and illustrators.  This is highly recommended. Not only did I find a ton 

of cool people to follow but I found myself saying, “Oooo, I can make board about 

this...and I can make a board about that.” I really enjoyed thinking about each individual 

board and making a pinboard page I was proud of.

Children’s Authors/Illustrators with Cool Pin Boards

Tad Carpenter

Loreen Leedy

Tara Lazar

Katie Davis

OH NO! I made a Pinning Mistake!

Boards and pins can be added, deleted, and edited at any time.  You can even re-pin to 

your own boards to organize them better.  
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Here are few additional thoughts that may save you some time and help plan your 

pinboard page: 

1. Try to keep your board topics specific.  A board with too many pins might be 

overwhelming for yourself and a visitor to your board. I once saw a pinner with 

over 100,000 pins on a board! Whoa! 

2. Utilize secret boards.  Pinterest allows you to have up to three secret boards. 

These boards work just like public boards, but they're private.  The pins you pin 

do not go into the pin feed of your followers. This allows you work on a board 

without anybody watching.  The board can be made public wherever you like. 

(One of my favorite features!) 

3. Keep your most important boards at the top of your pinboard page. If you 

need to rearrange your boards, click the rearrange button on your pinboard page. 

 Then click, hold, and drag the board to 

its new location.  Don’t forget to click 

save (red checkmark button)!

4. Be creative and try to make a unique 

board. In addition to my Three Ghost 

Friends Pinterest board, I made a board called, VANS, RAYS, PENS, BUSHES, 

which is a play on my last name, VanRaepenbusch. It includes images of vans, 
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rays, pens and bushes! I get repins from this board frequently which translates to 

traffic to my page, which means more people seeing my cool books!

5. Create Boards that Reflect You.  A visitor to your page must immediately know 

what you're about as a person and author. 

How Do I Pin?

Pinterest is a place where you need to have your own content. There will probably come 

a time when people expect to see you on Pinterest if you are on Facebook and Twitter.

It is important that your page reflects you.  The content that you create as an author will 

do that.  You have books, blog posts, website promotion materials, lesson ideas, 

interview transcripts, illustrations, etc.  All of the content that you've already distributed 

in various places can be redistributed and often given new life on Pinterest.  

The easiest and quickest way 

to get your content on 

Pinterest is to add a “Pin it” 

button to your web browser. 

This will allow you, or any 

visitors to your web site, to pin 

directly from there via that Pin 
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it button. A pop-up window will open, and the pinner, whether you or your visitor, will be 

given a choice of images to pin.

Let’s say you have several blog posts on writing tips for beginning authors.  All of these 

tips have been distributed previously on your 

blog.  First, create a board called, “My Writing 

Tips”.  Install the “Pin it” button to your 

browser.  Then, head to your blog and find 

the blog post with your best “Writing Tips”.  

Click your new “Pin it” button in your web 

browser.  This will pull up the images from the 

blog post.  Select the best one, write a description with rich keywords, and pin it. (If you 

are unable to use a “pin it” button in your browser you can copy and paste the URL after 

clicking the Add+ button at the top of the Pinterest page.

This sounds easy enough.  However, there may be a problem.  What if you do not have 

an image on the blog post? What if the image you have doesn’t represent your writing 

Click here stay updated!

http://forms.aweber.com/form/71/1420716671.htm
http://forms.aweber.com/form/71/1420716671.htm


tip?  You will need to add an image to the blog post before pinning it.  This may take 

some extra time, but it will be worth it. 

Remember when I mentioned 

at the beginning that one of 

my favorite things about 

Pinterest is that it's 

searchable?  Choose the 

words in your pin description 

carefully. Use keywords that 

accurately describe your pin 

to give your pin the best 

chance at being found 

through a search.  Can your 

pin be connected to an event, 

holiday, or core content standard?

Click here stay updated!
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Did You Know?

If your pin is something that is available for sale on your site you can include a price. It 

must include dollar sign in your pin description, and this will add the pin to the “Gifts” 

category at the top of the page.

Give a Little, Get Back More Than You Can Imagine

Reciprocity is important in all social media. Pinterest is no different. One time, a Pinner 

pinned an image from a blog post that I made about how my family celebrated Dr. 

Seuss’s birthday. Amazingly, it has been re-pinned almost 1,000 times and has brought 

huge traffic to my blog.  I will be forever grateful to that fellow Pinner.

Pinners Love
Pinners love to pin things they think would be fun to try later. Teachers, parents, 

homeschooling families, and librarians love book extension activities.  You need to 

use your blog or website to house these activities and then use Pinterest to drive 

them there!

Try: 

1. Printables – activity and coloring pages

2. Hands-on Activities Ideas with great photos

3. Teacher’s Guides

Click here stay updated!
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Find a way to include a few boards dedicated to reciprocity.  I made a board, “Cool 

People Doing Cool Things,” where I like to pin things that I think other people need to 

know about.  I have seen many authors with boards like “Books I Can’t Wait to Read” as 

a way to support their writing community. 

Give a little and Pinners will give back more than you can imagine! My Three Ghost 

Friends board started as just a board to pin my activity ideas and freebies.  I quickly 

realized ghost recipes and crafts were abundant on Pinterest.  I thought it might help my 

board to have a wider variety of ideas and the pinners might benefit from a repin onto 

my board.  I frequently add ghost crafts from other bloggers to my board, which 

increased my followers and the pinners received additional repins from having their 

content on my board.  It was a win-win!

Time to Get Involved!

Pinterest is just like other social networking sites and the best results come when you 

are an active member of the community.  Spending time on the website, re-pinning, 

liking, and commenting on pins are the best ways to get involved. Pinterest allows 

notifications to alert a pinner when their pins get a like, a repin, or a comment.  When 

you are a pinner who likes, repins, or comments on a pin your name and action will be 

sent via email. This interaction can lead to more visibility. When I get one of these 
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emails, I often view the interacting Pinner’s board from the email to see what else they 

pin.  If I like what I see then I will follow them or one of their boards.

Another great way to interact with other Pinners is to collaborate on a group board.  This 

allows more than one Pinner to pin to the same board.  Click on the board you want to 

open to collaboration and then click “Edit Board”.   Locate the “Who Can Pin?” section 

and enter the Pinner’s name and invite them to the board.  They will be sent an 

invitation and will have to accept the invite to begin pinning to the board.   Two heads 

may be better than one when coming up with an outstanding and unique board for 

people to follow.

Get your blog and website Pinterest Friendly

Once you have your Pinterest boards established you'll want to expand your reach.  

Encourage your fans, readers and visitors to pin images from your website or blog to 

share with their followers.  The best way to do that would be to install “Pin it” buttons 

directly onto your web page or blog.  Pinterest provides instructions and the HTML code 

necessary to add these buttons. Having these buttons visible on your website or blog 

show your visitors that you want them to pin your content.  This is important because 

some visitors may be concerned about violating your rights to your content by sharing it 

on Pinterest.  The “Pin it” buttons are like a signed permission slip to allow your visitors 

to do so.
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If you are worried about your images being pinned to Pinterest you should block 

pinning. There are many websites with instructions on how to add code to your site to 

prevent pinning. This may be a time that is appropriate to mention that Pinterest’s terms 

of service should be read by all pinners.

Secret Boards for Inspiration

I previously mentioned that Pinterest allows pinners up to 3 secret boards.  I have used 

them mostly for organizing pins and getting a board just the way I want it before making 

it public.  They are also helpful if you know you are going to be pinning lots of things 

really fast and you do not want to clog the pin feed with all your recent pins for your 

followers. 

I encourage you utilize Secret Boards to inspire yourself to create new and great 

content.  Maybe you could use the board to pin images for a book idea and when it gets 

published then you can make the board public as a promotional piece: The board that 

inspired my new book.  Or you could pin ideas that can be modified to fit your needs 

and then published with your twist on your blog. Some of the activities used to promote 

my Three Ghost Friends books were not original ideas, but ones I found on Pinterest.  I 

adapted them to include my Three Ghost Friends. A secret board is a great place to 

store these ideas.
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Parting Thoughts

I	  urge	  you	  to	  really	  think	  about	  how	  Pinterest	  can	  inspire	  you	  to	  promote	  your	  children’s	  

books	  and	  writing	  career.	  I	  believe	  there	  is	  a	  way	  for	  everyone!	  	  Start	  slow.	  Be	  yourself.	  

Help	  others.	  Pinterest	  can	  be	  inspiring.	  	  Pinterest	  can	  be	  promotion.	  	  I	  hope	  it's	  pinspiring	  

promotion!
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