
Bonus Chapter 

Pinspiring Promotion
Note from Katie: After How to Promote Your Children's Book: Tips, Tricks, and Secrets 

to Create a Bestseller was first published, Pinterest was launched and became the 

fastest-growing social media site in Internet history. Faster than Twitter! A friend 

of mine, Eric VanRaepenbusch, had enormous success on Pinterest, so I asked 

him if he'd like to help update How to Promote with a new chapter. This is his 

contribution. Before you start, check out the vocabulary list below.

I do not want terms and vocabulary to be a stumbling block for anyone reading this 

chapter.  Therefore, before I go any further, I want to briefly explain a few things that are 

unique to the Pinterest website.  First, a board is a place to organize images, like a 

bulletin board, only virtual. It is where you will store all your pins.  A pin is an image 

uploaded to Pinterest from your device or a webpage. In other words, pinning is 

uploading an image from a website or your device onto one of your boards.  Once you 

pin something to one of your boards you become a pinner.  Pinners can also re-pin, 

which is the act of pinning a pin from someone else’s board onto your own board. 



Pinterest Vocab

Board: A board is a place to organize images, like a bulletin board, only virtual. To 

create a board, click “Create a Board” from your pinboard page or click the “Add+” 

button at the top of any Pinterest page. Next, you will be asked to name the board and 

select a category.  For example, if you wrote a children’s book about chinchillas, you 

can create a board, “Chinchillas” and file it under the “Animals” category.  (Has anyone 

written a children’s book with a chinchilla as the main character? Wow! I just did a 

search for chinchilla pics – there has to be a children’s book in there somewhere.)

Pin:  The act of uploading an image from a website or your device onto one of your 

boards.  The “Add+” button will allow you to add a pin by pasting in a URL or uploading 

a pin by choosing an image file from your own device.  Images can also be pinned 

easily from websites that have “Pin it” buttons.  Also, a “Pin it” button can be installed 

into your web browser (described later). Pinterest has posted its thoughts on “Pin 

Etiquette.”

Re-pin: The act of pinning a pin from someone else’s board onto your own board.  On 

Pinterest, 80 percent of pins are re-pins (source). 

Search: Pinterest allows you to search pins, boards, and pinners.  The default is set to 

search for pins.  Once the search results are displayed there will be tabs to sort by 

boards or pinners.  

http://pinterest.com/about/etiquette/
http://pinterest.com/about/etiquette/
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Pinner: A person who pins.  You can search for your favorite pinners with the search 

tool in the upper left corner of the Pinterest website.  

#

We want our books in the hands of children, teachers, and families.  For this to happen 

we need to promote. Our promotion has to be creative.  Our promotion has to effective. 

But most of us do not have a marketing degree or a promotional budget.  The process 

of promotion can be challenging, overwhelming, and time-consuming.  



Three Reasons You Will Love Pinterest. 

1. Visually	  appealing.	  	  Warning!!	  Scrolling	  through	  all	  the	  images	  in	  your	  

pin	  feed	  is	  addicting	  -‐	  delicious	  foods,	  redecorating	  ideas,	  new	  books	  to	  

read,	  hands-‐on	  activities	  for	  the	  family,	  home	  solution	  ideas,	  and	  on	  and	  

on.	  	  I	  guarantee	  you	  will	  ?ind	  something	  that	  inspires	  you.

2. Searchable.	  This	  may	  not	  sound	  like	  a	  big	  deal,	  because	  every	  site	  seems	  

to	  have	  an	  element	  of	  search.	  	  However,	  having	  an	  ef?icient	  search	  tool	  

available	  on	  Pinterest	  really	  helps	  your	  content.	  	  All	  it	  takes	  is	  one	  pinner	  

to	  discover	  your	  pin	  through	  search,	  re-‐pin	  it	  to	  one	  of	  his	  or	  her	  boards,	  

and	  your	  content	  immediately	  has	  new	  life.

3. Sharing	  friendly.	  	  Pinterest	  is	  all	  about	  collecting	  images	  and	  ideas.	  	  The	  

act	  of	  pinning	  an	  image	  is	  the	  same	  as	  sharing.	  	  On	  Facebook	  and	  Twitter,	  a	  

share	  or	  a	  retweet	  doesn’t	  provide	  anything	  for	  the	  user	  besides	  sharing	  

with	  their	  friends	  or	  followers.	  Sharing	  is	  more	  likely	  to	  happen	  on	  

Pinterest	  because	  the	  pinner	  wants	  to	  remember	  your	  content.	  



I felt this way when I self-published a series of children’s picture books this past year. I 

knew that I was entering a very crowded space and had little money to throw around for 

advertising. But I was confident that teachers and families would find my books fun and 

educational. I decided I was going to give it my best effort to promote through social 

media. 

I developed a plan to use Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest to distribute book news, 

promotional materials, and activities.  Promoting on Facebook and Twitter met my 

expectations, but Pinterest surprised me. Actually, it blew me away.  It was by far the 

most useful tool in promoting my books. 

My Pinterest Story

In the first half of 2012, I self-published Three Ghost Friends, a children’s picture book 

series focused on teaching the concepts of colors, opposites, shapes, and letters. I 

decided the best way to promote my books was to provide activity ideas and free 

printables for families and teachers. I posted the ideas and freebies on my blog and 

shared links to the content on Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.  The materials were well 

received.  I was pleased to have around 2,000 page views each month from May – 

September after I posted them. The page views inspired me to continue to provide the 

activities at a consistent rate through the Halloween season.  With no change to my 

promotional methods, my blog traffic exploded that October to 16,000 page views. 

Pinterest provided 2,700 referrals from pins I distributed on my Three Ghost Friends 

http://www.threeghostfriends.com
http://www.threeghostfriends.com


Pinterest Board! These referrals increased my visibility and translated to an increase in 

book sales. The numbers blew me away.  I sold more books than I ever imagined. More 

importantly, my first attempt at publishing and promoting was a success.  

Are You Pinterested? Let’s Get Started.

Pinterest allows you to sign up for a personal or business account. A business account 

is recommended if you promote a product of any kind. At this time, there are very few 

differences between the two accounts.  One is that a business account allows you to 

verify your website or blog with Pinterest. Once verified, a hyperlink is added under your 

profile banner on your pinboard page. Also, Pinterest provides business account holders 

with numerous tools including “Pin it” buttons and widgets that can be added to your 

blog or website. These add-ons are provided to help drive traffic from Pinterest back to 

you. 

Don't worry! A Personal account can be converted to a business account in a matter of 

seconds. 

Regardless of which account you desire, Pinterest will require you to use your 

Facebook account, Twitter account, or your email address during the sign-up process. 

Within minutes you will have an account and will be given a quick tutorial of how to 

create a board, how to follow boards and how to re-pin.



Following Provides Opportunities for Pinspiration

Following on Pinterest has a unique twist compared to Twitter and Facebook.  You can 

follow all the boards of a pinner or you can just follow specific boards. The act of 

following a pinner or a board will establish a pin feed that is made up of the most recent 

pins from your following list. If you choose to follow all of the boards of a pinner any new 

boards created by the pinner will be automatically added to your pin feed.  Choosing to 

follow only a specific board of a pinner will not subject you to any other boards existing 

or created in the future by the pinner. Follow pinners and boards that suit your needs.

There are many ways to find pinners to follow:

1. Pinterest will make it easy for you to follow your Facebook friends and Twitter 

followers.  The drop-down menu in the upper right corner of the Pinterest page 

will have a “Find Friends” option.  All your friends that are available to follow on 

Pinterest will be shown.

2. Use the Pinterest search box to find people whom you admire by searching their 



name.  If you do not find them after searching, click the “Pinners” option above 

the displayed search results to sort by pinners.

3. Use the Pinterest search box to find boards that fit your needs. If you do not find 

them after searching, click the “Boards” option above the displayed search 

results to sort by Boards.

4. Click the “Follow on Pinterest” buttons on blogs or websites you visit.

5. Visit the “Categories” or “Popular” tabs at the top of the Pinterest main page. 

View the pin feed. 

6. Click on the profile of someone that just pinned something that caught your eye 

and see what his or her boards are like.

What if There is Something You Don't Like?

At some point you will follow someone and find their pins bothersome.  Simply click on 

the pinner’s name or the name of the board. Then, click unfollow on the pinboard page.  



Those bothersome pins will no longer show in your pin feed. The pinner is not made 

aware of your unfollow.

What Is Your Pinning Plan?

What boards are you going to want people to see when they visit your page? What 

types of boards will best reflect who you are? These questions might be helpful before 

investing too much time into making boards. 

To get ideas for boards I spent time visiting the boards of active pinners and those of 

children’s authors and illustrators.  This is highly recommended. Not only did I find a ton 

of cool people to follow but I found myself saying, “Oooo, I can make a board about 

this...and I can make a board about that.” I really enjoyed thinking about each individual 

board and making a pinboard page I was proud of.

Children’s Authors/Illustrators with Cool Pin Boards

Tad Carpenter

Loreen Leedy

Tara Lazar

Katie Davis

OH NO! I made a Pinning Mistake!

https://pinterest.com/tadcarpenter/
https://pinterest.com/tadcarpenter/
https://pinterest.com/loreenleedy/
https://pinterest.com/loreenleedy/
https://pinterest.com/taralazar/
https://pinterest.com/taralazar/
https://pinterest.com/katiedavisburps/
https://pinterest.com/katiedavisburps/


Boards and pins can be added, deleted, and edited at any time.  You can even re-pin to 

your own boards to organize them better.  

Here are a few additional thoughts that may save you some time and help plan 

your pinboard page: 

1. Try to keep your board topics specific.  A board with too many pins might be 

overwhelming for you and a visitor to your board. I once saw a pinner with over 

100,000 pins on a board! Whoa! 

2. Use secret boards.  Pinterest allows you to have up to three secret boards. 

These boards work just like public boards, but they're private.  The pins you pin 

do not go into the pin feed of your followers. This allows you to work on a board 

without anybody watching.  The board can be made public whenever you like. 

(One of my favorite features!) 

3. Keep your most important boards at the top of your pinboard page. If you 

need to rearrange your boards, click the rearrange button on your pinboard page. 



 Then click, hold, and drag the board to 

its new location.  Don’t forget to click 

save (red checkmark button)!

4. Be creative and try to make a unique 

board. In addition to my Three Ghost 

Friends Pinterest Board, I made a board called, VANS, RAYS, PENS, BUSHES, 

which is a play on my last name, VanRaepenbusch. It includes images of vans, 

rays, pens, and bushes! I get re-pins from this board frequently, which translates 

to traffic to my page, which means more people seeing my cool books!

5. Create Boards that Reflect You.  A visitor to your page must immediately know 

what you're about as a person and author. 

How Do I Pin?

Pinterest is a place where you need to have your own content. There will probably come 

a time when people expect to see you on Pinterest if you are on Facebook and Twitter.

It is important that your page reflects you.  The content that you create as an author will 

do that.  You have books, blog posts, website promotion materials, lesson ideas, 

interview transcripts, illustrations, etc.  All of the content that you've already distributed 

in various places can be redistributed and often given new life on Pinterest.  



The easiest and quickest way 

to get your content on 

Pinterest is to add a “Pin it” 

button to your web browser. 

This will allow you, or any 

visitors to your web site, to pin 

directly from there via that Pin 

it button. A pop-up window will 

open, and the pinner, whether you or your visitor, will be given a choice of images to pin.

http://about.pinterest.com/goodies/
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Let’s say you have several blog posts on writing tips for beginning authors.  All of these 

tips have been distributed previously on your 

blog.  First, create a board called, “My Writing 

Tips”.  Install the “Pin it” button to your 

browser.  Then, head to your blog and find 

the blog post with your best “Writing Tips.”  

Click your new “Pin it” button in your web 

browser.  This will pull up the images from the 

blog post.  Select the best one, write a description with rich keywords, and pin it. (If you 

are unable to use a “pin it” button in your browser you can copy and paste the URL after 

clicking the Add+ button at the top of the Pinterest page.)

This sounds easy enough.  However, there may be a problem.  What if you do not have 

an image on the blog post? What if the image you have doesn’t represent your writing 

tip?  You will need to add an image to the blog post before pinning it.  This may take 

some extra time, but it will be worth it. 



Remember when I mentioned 

at the beginning that one of 

my favorite things about 

Pinterest is that it's 

searchable?  Choose the 

words in your pin description 

carefully. Use keywords that 

accurately describe your pin 

to give your pin the best 

chance at being found 

through a search.  Can your 

pin be connected to an event, holiday, or core content standard?

Did You Know?

If your pin is something that is available for sale on your site, you can include a price. It 

must include a dollar sign in your pin description, and this will add the pin to the “Gifts” 

category at the top of the page.



Give a Little, Get Back More Than You Can Imagine

Reciprocity is important in all social media. Pinterest is no 

different. One time, a pinner pinned an image from a blog 

post that I made about how my family celebrated Dr. 

Seuss’s birthday. Amazingly, it has been re-pinned over 

1,000 times and has brought huge traffic to my blog.  I will 

be forever grateful to that fellow Pinner.

Find a way to include a few boards dedicated to reciprocity.  

I made a board, “Cool People Doing Cool Things,” where I like to pin things that I think 

Pinners Love
Pinners love to pin things they think would be fun to try later. Teachers, parents, 

homeschooling families, and librarians love book extension activities.  You need to 

use your blog or website to house these activities and then use Pinterest to drive 

them there!

Try: 

1. Printables – activity and coloring pages

2. Hands-on activitiy ideas with great photos

3. Teacher’s Guides



other people need to know about.  I have seen many authors with boards like “Books I 

Can’t Wait to Read” as a way to support their writing community. 

Give a little and pinners will give back more than you can imagine! My Three Ghost 

Friends Board started as just a board to pin my activity ideas and freebies.  I quickly 

realized ghost recipes and crafts were abundant on Pinterest.  I thought it might help my 

board to have a wider variety of ideas and the pinners might benefit from a re-pin onto 

my board.  I frequently add ghost crafts from other bloggers to my board, which 

increased my followers and the pinners received additional re-pins from having their 

content on my board.  It was a win-win!

Time to Get Involved!

Pinterest is just like other social networking sites, and the best results come when you 

are an active member of the community.  Spending time on the website, re-pinning, 

liking, and commenting on pins are the best ways to get involved. Pinterest allows 

notifications to alert a pinner when their pins get a like, a re-pin, or a comment.  When 

you are a pinner who likes, re-pins, or comments on a pin your name and action will be 

sent via email. This interaction can lead to more visibility. When I get one of these 

emails, I often view the interacting pinner’s board from the email to see what else the 

pinner pins.  If I like what I see, then I'll follow him or her or one of his or her boards.



Another great way to interact with other pinners is to collaborate on a group board.  This 

allows more than one pinner to pin to the same board.  Click on the board you want to 

open to collaboration and then click “Edit Board”.   Locate the “Who Can Pin?” section 

and enter the pinner’s name and invite him or her to the board.  He or she will be sent 

an invitation and will have to accept the invite to begin pinning to the board.   Two heads 

may be better than one when coming up with an outstanding and unique board for 

people to follow.

Get your blog and website Pinterest Friendly

Once you have your Pinterest boards established you'll want to expand your reach.  

Encourage your fans, readers, and visitors to pin images from your website or blog to 

share with their followers.  The best way to do that would be to install “Pin it” buttons 

directly onto your web page or blog.  Pinterest provides instructions and the HTML code 

necessary to add these buttons. Having these buttons visible on your website or blog 

shows your visitors that you want them to pin your content.  This is important because 

some visitors may be concerned about violating your rights to your content by sharing it 

on Pinterest.  The “Pin it” buttons are like a signed permission slip to allow your visitors 

to do so.

If you are worried about your images being pinned to Pinterest, you should block 

pinning. There are many websites with instructions on how to add code to your site to 

http://business.pinterest.com/widget-builder/%23do_pin_it_button
http://business.pinterest.com/widget-builder/%23do_pin_it_button
http://practicallyfunctional.net/2012/07/how-to-prevent-your-photos-from-being-pinned-on-pinterest/
http://practicallyfunctional.net/2012/07/how-to-prevent-your-photos-from-being-pinned-on-pinterest/


prevent pinning. This may be a time that is appropriate to mention that Pinterest’s terms 

of service should be read by all pinners.

Secret Boards for Inspiration

I previously mentioned that Pinterest allows pinners up to 3 secret boards.  I have used 

them mostly for organizing pins and getting a board just the way I want it before making 

it public.  They are also helpful if you know you are going to be pinning lots of things 

really fast and you do not want to clog the pin feed with all your recent pins for your 

followers. 

I encourage you utilize secret boards to inspire yourself to create new and great 

content.  Maybe you could use the board to pin images for a book idea, and when it 

gets published, you can make the board public as a promotional piece: The board that 

inspired my new book.  Or you could pin ideas that can be modified to fit your needs 

and then published with your twist on your blog. Some of the activities used to promote 

my Three Ghost Friends books were not original ideas, but ones I found on Pinterest.  I 

adapted them to include my Three Ghost Friends. A secret board is a great place to 

store these ideas.

http://about.pinterest.com/terms/
http://about.pinterest.com/terms/
http://about.pinterest.com/terms/
http://about.pinterest.com/terms/


Parting Thoughts

I urge you to really think about how Pinterest can inspire you to promote your children’s 

books and writing career. I believe there is a way for everyone!  Start slow. Be yourself. 

Help others. Pinterest can be inspiring.  Pinterest can be promotion.  I hope it's 

pinspiring promotion!



Homework

Choose Your Own Pin Adventure
1. Decide whether you want a Personal or Business Account on Pinterest. 

Remember, a Business Account is recommended if you will be promoting a 

product of any kind. If you choose to sign up for a Personal Account go to #2.  If 

you choose to sign up for a Business Account go to #4. If want to convert your 

Personal Account to a Business Account go to #6.

2. Click here to sign up for a Personal Account.  Use your Facebook or Twitter 

account, or email address to sign up. Complete the Personal Account form and 

you will be ready to go in a few minutes.

3. Go over the quick tutorial, provided by Pinterest, on how to use your new 

Personal Account.  Go to #8.

4.  Click here to create a Business Account.  Complete the Business Account form. 

You will use your email address to sign up.  Take a few minutes to read through 

the Terms of Service before you click “Create an Account”. 

What is my Business Type?  I chose “Professional” because I will be 

promoting my blogging efforts along with my books.

https://pinterest.com/join/signup/
https://pinterest.com/join/signup/
https://pinterest.com/business/create/
https://pinterest.com/business/create/


What should I choose as a Business Name? It may be your name, or the 

name of your business.  For me, it was just “Eric VanRaepenbusch.” 

Complete the form by uploading an image, adding a description about your 

business and your website URL. 

A verification email will be sent by Pinterest for you to confirm. 

5. Go over the quick tutorial, provided by Pinterest, on how use your new Business 

Account. Go to #7.

6. Click here to convert your account! Complete the form to modify your account 

information.  A few things mentioned in #4 may provide assistance. 

7. Verify your website with Pinterest. There should be a “Verify Website” button 

when you login to your Pinterest account after signing up or converting to a 

business account.  If you can’t find it click here! Pinterest provides instructions for 

completing the verification process. Click here for the Pinterest Help Page 

dedicated to the topic. Once your website is verified a link to your website will be 

added to your profile banner on your pinboard page.

8. Find 10 new people or boards to follow. 

9. Make a plan for your pinboard page. Be creative and think of boards that would 

best reflect you as a person and a writer. 

http://business.pinterest.com/
http://business.pinterest.com/
http://pinterest.com/website/verify/
http://pinterest.com/website/verify/
https://help.pinterest.com/entries/22217383
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10.Click here to install a Pin It button into your web browser.  This will allow you to 

easily pin from any website including your own. 

11.Make 2 new boards: one board dedicated to sharing the work of others and one 

dedicated to your books, blog, or website.  

12.Start pinning to your new boards.  Pin 5 images to each of your new boards.

13.Make time to visit Pinterest every day to pin, repin, and comment. These 

interactions will increase your presence and bring about very positive results. 

Your Homework Adventure is over, but the fun is just beginning. I wish you good luck 

and that all your pins go viral!

http://about.pinterest.com/goodies/
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